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PRESS RELEASE
Festival of Trees Draws Record Crowds
(Twin Falls, Idaho – December 28, 2011)
The 27th annual Festival of Trees, presented by American Family Insurance, opened at Southern Idaho Landscape Center on December 3, 2011 to record crowds.  “We knew that our Festival fans would follow the event to a regional location, but the Festival drew first-time guests from all over the Magic Valley,” remarked St. Luke’s Magic Valley Health Foundation Executive Director Larry Baxter.  
Opening Night officially launched the 2011 Festival on December 2 with a “denim-to-diamonds” cocktail party.  Ticketholders purchased most of the holiday décor items within the first hour of the event while enjoying hors d’oeuvres and a dessert bar provided by Catering by Karen.  St. Luke’s Magic Valley CEO Jim Angle welcomed guests and Larry Baxter thanked past Board President, Patricia Harder, for her years of service.  Guests participated in a live auction and listened to an address by St. Luke’s neonatologist Dr. Amber Fort.  Festival proceeds benefited Foundation programs including women’s and children’s health care, cardiac care and cancer care.
 

Children’s Day opened the Festival’s General Exhibition on December 3.  Children decorated free holiday treats courtesy of The Cup Cake.  The Optimists of Twin Falls provided an arts-&-crafts table for young guests to create a holiday keepsake.  Main Stage sponsor First Federal filmed their “A Magical Valley Christmas” television special from the Festival site on Saturday and Sunday.  

Canyon Park, A Neilsen & Company Development acted as the Festival’s Lead Co-Sponsor.  Event sponsors also included CH2M HILL Boise, Hummel Architects, Pioneer Federal Credit Union, Norco, CenturyLink, PacificSource, Walmart Foundation and Facility # 3897, Parke View Rehabilitation and Care Center, St. Luke’s Clinic Obstetrics & Gynecology, Clear Springs Foods and BridgeView Estates.  
Ladies’ Night Out, a Festival event which took place on November 19, 2011 at the 360° Main Event Center, hosted a fashion show featuring Sheepskin Coat Factory furs, as well as clothing from Macy’s, Christa’s Dress Shoppe & Tuxedo, Coldwater Creek, Vicker’s Western Wear, Flutter, Chester’s Snake Harley Davidson, Cobble Creek Clothiers, The Buckle, MaRozie’s Clothing Boutique and Bella Couture.  Purity Spa Salon Boutique donated hairstyling and makeup for the fashion show.  Ladies shopped for the holidays at an extensive silent auction and tried on furs from the Sheepskin Coat Factory and Fur Salon.  The Party Center and Canyon Floral provided décor for both Ladies’ Night Out and Opening Night.
Festival of Trees Judges awarded ribbons to the following Festival tree/wreath/décor donors:

2’ Mini-Trees “Best of Show”:
Gwen Neilsen Anderson Rehabilitation Center decorated by Margaret Sinclair

4’ Mini-Trees “Best of Show”:  Gwen Neilsen Anderson Rehabilitation Center decorated by Margaret Sinclair
Large Tree “Most Creative”:
Burks Tractor decorated by Meagan Burks
Large Tree Best Execution of Festival Theme: BridgeView Estates decorated by Kristina Anderson
Large Tree Best of Show for Civic/School Group:
Magic Valley Youth & Adult Services decorated by Foster Children of the Magic Valley
Large Tree Professional Decorator Award:
Real Deals decorated by Jenny Rocha
Large Tree-in-Motion 5’+ Tree: 
Automated Dairy decorated by Sue Higley
Christmas Wreath/Garland/Décor Award “Best of Show”:  Old World Santa Sculpture by Peggy Graves
Christmas Wreath/Garland/Décor Award Professional Decorator Award:

Zions Bank decorated by Fox Floral
Best of Show Quilts:
Judy Snider 

The Festival Planning Committee would like to thank Southern Idaho Landscape Center, the Festival’s gracious site host, for opening their business to the Festival.  Owner Ken Ashley and the Landscape Center staff donated an enormous amount of time, labor and talent to make the Festival of Trees a success.  
To find out how you can become involved in Foundation events or to make a gift in support of health care, please call the Foundation office at 208-814-0070 or go online to www:stlukesonline.org/magic_valley/ways_to_give/.

The St. Luke’s Magic Valley Health Foundation, Inc. is a distinct 501(c)(3) not-for-profit charitable organization and a registered corporation with the State of Idaho. Its volunteer Board of Directors focuses on the Foundation’s vision of enhancing the community’s health care through philanthropy, primarily by supporting the high quality health care of St. Luke’s Magic Valley.  
###

St. Luke’s Magic Valley Health Foundation ● PO Box AK ● Twin Falls, ID 83303 ● (208) 814-0070


